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Welcome to a new year. We have a lot of exciting things planned for this ferm and the rest of the year!
The children have had a fantastic start back to school and are enjoying our new topic of Spiders and St

Lucia.

Please make sure that the children’s clothes are all named as we always have a box full of lost property!
Tadpoles: Mrs Mead (Miss Parris on Weds)
Minnows: Miss Parris (Mon and Tues) Mrs Craig (Weds-Friday)
Ducklings: Mrs Rahman
Sticklebacks: Mrs Dearn
TAs and HLTAs: Mrs O'Rourke, Mrs Fawkes, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Sharp, Miss Clifford, Mrs Jain, and Mrs
Moore,
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Our Literacy lessons in the first half-term will focus
around the stories of Anansi. We will start by looking
at the traditional story of ‘How Anansi Got His Sto-
ries.” We will be writing a diary entry from Anansi's
point of view.

Following this, we will concentrate on non-fiction writ-
ing about spiders. We will learn lots of interesting
facts and how to put these into a non-fiction report.
We will look at different non-fiction books and have
lots of interesting information to include in our writ-

ing.

We will also look at the story of 'How Anansi got 8
skinny legs' and write a newspaper report based on
this story, reporting on what happened and thinking
about viewpoints of different characters.

In Spring 2 half term, we will be linking our Literacy
lessons with our fopic of 'trains’. We will be reading

lots of the ‘Little Red Train' books and writing char-
acter, a newspaper report, our own 'Little Red Train’
story and a setting description.

Read write Inc will continue and we will be working on
quick recall of the sounds and speedy reading too.
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In Year 1 we will start the year be focusing on addi-
tion and subtraction, then look at measuring length
and height and complete the half term by looking at
place value of larger numbers. In Spring 2 half term
they will move on o measuring weight and volume and
then multiplication and division.

In Year 2 we will be focusing on division using group-
ing and repeatedly subtracting the same number to
find an answer. We will then look at statistics looking
at different types of graphs fo record data. In
Spring 2 half term they will look at shape and frac-
tions of shapes and amounts.

Within this, we will also be wor‘kin? on the children's
ability to use their calculation skills to solve puzzles
and word problems.

The children will also be continuing to complete daily
Mastery of Maths sessions where we look at the com-
position of number and number facts. We will also
continue working on Multiflyers to ensure quick recall
of number facts and times tables and division facts.
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Science

In Year 1 we will be carrying out lots of scientific investigations using our knowledge of materials and we will be building up our
investigation skills. In the second half term we will learning about the parts of our bodies and doing lots of work associated with
the different senses.

In Year 2 the children will be learning about how they can keep their bodies healthy through diet, exercise and practising good
hyFiene. In the second half term they will be working on answerirég questions and completing comparative tests o find the best

solution to the questions. They will be making predictions and finding conclusions.

Geography

In Geography this half term we will be focusing on St Lucia and learning the human and physical features of the country. We will
then compare the UK to St Lucia and look at the different types of weather.

Histor

After ﬁalf term, we will be looking at the history of trains. We will look at the chronology of trains, the importance of George
Stephenson and how trains changed people's lives. There will be lots of opportunity to compare trains from the past and modern
trains.
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In DT this half term we are learning how to create a fruit salad from a design brief. We will start to look at the key steps in
the design process and carry out product research.

After half term, we will be making our own moving train and carry out lots of research into how to make successful axles.

RE
In RE this half term we will be learning about sacred texts for Christians and Jewish people and then in the next half term we
will look at Jewish and Christian values including gratefulness and honesty.

PSHE
In PSHE we will be looking at healthy living and reminding ourselves what we need o do o keep ourselves clean and healthy.
After half term we will look at ways of keeping physically and emotionally safe in different situations.

Computing
In Computing Year 1 will look at creating algorithms and Year 2 will be using their knowledge of Scratch to create a simple game.

After half term Year 1 will look at online safety and Year 2 will look at computers and technology and how to make them work.
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Reading for pleasure makes a big difference to children’s edu- #Your child will be given spellings every Friday on Class
cational performance. Children who read for enjoyment every Dojo and will need to practise them ready for a spelling
day not only perform better in reading tests than those who test on the following Friday.

don't, but also develop a broader vocabulary and increased gen-
eral knowledge. This is why we want children to read at least
4x a week at home and for that they can earn stickers, Dojos
and their name on the special reading display. We also now have
our weekly reading raffle.

¢ The children will be given homework on Thursday each
week. Please ensure that they complete the task and
return by Tuesday. The activity is set on Mymaths.

\ ¢ Please can you remind your child to bring their book bag
and diary to school everyday.
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¢ Every child needs to have a water bottle, filled with
water, in school so that they don't become dehydrated

Tadpoles: Wednesday and Friday during the school day. Please make sure that the bottle

Minnows: Monday and Friday is hamed.

Sticklebacks: Thursday and Friday .

Ducklings: Monday and Friday

All children need to bring their P.E. kits (black shorts, white t-
shirt and plimsolls or trainers) every Monday. Kits can be taken
home on Friday for washing.

The PE cup is awarded to the class with the most children in full
PE kit, so please ensure your child has the correct kit for each
lesson. Every class would love to win the trophy!

J 27th Jan—Anansi Storyteller visit
W/C 29th Jan - Story week

W/C 9th Feb—E-Safety Week
13th Feb - Break up for half term
23rd Feb - Back to school
18th and 19th March - Parents Evening
27th March - Break up for Easter
So far this year: Yr2 have been to Linford Wood with the Parks Trust 13th April - Back to school
for a habitat session.
Coming up: We have a storyteller visiting in January.
After half ferm Yrl will be joining the Parks Trust for a senses session
and we are planning to visit the Buckingham Railway Museum.

In Summer term we will be visiting Warwick Castle.
All dates and information will be shared with you on Parent Mail.




